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BVA Airspace Briefing Guide
This guide provides pilots flying in Boston Virtual ARTCC 

airspace on VATSIM with recommended practices to make 
their simulated flight experience as realistic as possible. 

Last Updated: September 12, 2025
Screenshot: Sean D.

Welcome



About Boston Virtual ARTCC (BVA)
BVA is a community within VATSIM's global network of pilots and controllers.
We provide air traffic control within the Boston ARTCC on VATSIM. 

²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ±!¢{La Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ƻǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
training programs, and one of the most active and realistic aviation communitiesτall 100% free. 

For more information about BVA, visit bvartcc.com. 
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This information is for online, enthusiast flight simulation use only 
and cannot be used for real-world aviation.

https://bvartcc.com/


When will ATC be available? 
Check out the Expected ATC Coverage on the left side of our homepage.
We see the most activities during weekday evenings (U.S. Eastern Time) 
and throughout the day on weekends
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When will ATC be available?

https://bvartcc.com/
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General Recommendations

Helpful information for all VATSIM pilots.
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Screenshot: Justin B.

ά/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
5ŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜΦέ

When instructed to contact, change to 
the assigned frequency and check in 

with your callsign and position/altitude.
When instructed to monitor, 

change to the assigned 
frequency but remain silent 
and wait for ATC to call you.

ά5ŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜΣ ExecJet 751, two thousand, 
ŎƭƛƳōƛƴƎ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ I¸[b5с ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜΦέ
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άaƻƴƛǘƻǊ 
Boston Tower, 
мнуΦуέ

Listen for frequency change instructions



Screenshot: George T.

Only accept 
what you can perform

If you are assigned a STAR, procedure, 
ƻǊ ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
ƻǊ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘƻΧǎǇŜŀƪ ǳǇΗ 

It is much easier for the controllers to 
give alternate instructions before a 
mistake is made. We would rather 

provide headings and altitudes than 
have a pilot turn into oncoming traffic.

Unsure? 
Ask ATC for clarification!

and your 

airplane
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^ 

Only accept what you can perform
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¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ƛǎ муΣлллΩ



Screenshot: Cameron H.

Control your speed. 
¢ƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ǎǇŜŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿ млΣлллΩ ƛǎ нрл ƪƴƻǘǎΦ 

Any ATC-assigned speed above 250 knots must be reduced to 250 
ƪƴƻǘǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘ ōŜƭƻǿ млΣлллΩΦ
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¢ƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ŀƛǊǎǇŜŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿ млΣлллΩ ƛǎ нрл ƪƴƻǘǎ



Have up-to-date navdata, if you can. 
Controllers expect you to have the latest capability. Learn more.
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Have up-to-date navdata

https://forum.bvartcc.com/topic/2413-navdata-updates-for-default-freeware-and-payware-aircraft/


Screenshot: Sean S.

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ όŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀŘŀύΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ άŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭƛȊŜǊέΦ
²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΧōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ¢ƻǿŜǊ ōȅ р ƳƛƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴǿŀȅΣ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ 
hǊΣ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ōǳǎȅΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ¢ƻǿŜǊ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƭŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΦ
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5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ άŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭƛȊŜǊέ



Screenshot: Matthew M.

²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƛǾŜΧŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΦ
In the United States, we issue five-digit frequencies. 
¢Ƙŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŀȅ άмнпΦрнέ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ άмнпΦрнрέΦ
If your aircraft is set up for six-ŘƛƎƛǘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ŀ άрέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴŎȅ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǘo contact.
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We use 5-digit frequencies in the U.S.
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¶ Have appropriate charts and know how to use them. More on Charts.

¶5ƻƴΩǘ pause or leave without permission. Ask on voice (or, if impossible, by frequency 

text) rather than private message. 

¶ Keep your sim at a 1x rate, unless ATC has given you permission to time accelerate.

¶ Know who to call. We provide ΨǘƻǇ-ŘƻǿƴΩ coverage: if a position is unstaffed, call the 

next ΨƘƛƎƘŜǊΩ position. More on Who to Contact. 

¶ Opening hours are not simulated; if a controller is online, an underlying facility is open. 

¶ Entering from UNICOM airspace: call us 20-50 miles prior to reaching online airspace.

¶ Check out our Pilot References for preferred routes, flight planning tips, and more. 

Other Recommendations

Other general recommendations

https://forum.bvartcc.com/bvaportal/pilot/charts/
https://forum.bvartcc.com/bvaportal/pilot/charts/
https://forum.bvartcc.com/bvaportal/pilot/charts/
https://forum.bvartcc.com/uploads/bva/GettingStarted/P3D/index.html?Page=startflying_controller.html
https://forum.bvartcc.com/uploads/bva/GettingStarted/P3D/index.html?Page=startflying_controller.html
https://forum.bvartcc.com/uploads/bva/GettingStarted/P3D/index.html?Page=startflying_controller.html
https://forum.bvartcc.com/uploads/bva/GettingStarted/P3D/index.html?Page=startflying_controller.html
https://forum.bvartcc.com/uploads/bva/GettingStarted/P3D/index.html?Page=startflying_controller.html
https://forum.bvartcc.com/bvaportal/pilot/references/
https://forum.bvartcc.com/bvaportal/pilot/references/


Screenshot: Corey L.

You may hear our members completing WINGS flights.
Wings Over New England is our free, voluntary training program. 
Through a series of challenge flights, WINGS helps teach 
safe and efficient aircraft operation within the air traffic 
control system. 

To participate, become a BVA memberΧƛǘΩǎ ŦǊŜŜΗ

.±!Ωǎ ²ƛƴƎǎ hǾŜǊ bŜǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ

http://bvartcc.com/wings
https://bvartcc.com/join


Scenery Recommendations

Controllers issue instructions based on current chartsΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƳǳƭŀǘƻǊΩǎ 
scenery database matches current charts.

 
Please download updated KBOS scenery using the links on the next page. 
Recommendations for other BVA airports are provided on subsequent pages.
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Scenery Recommendations



MSFS
Freeware

X-Plane
Freeware

MSFS, P3D
Payware

P3D or FSX
Freeware
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KBOS Scenery Recommendations

https://flightsim.to/file/17269/boston-logan-kbos-control-tower-model
https://www.flytampa.org/kbos.html
https://forums.x-plane.org/index.php?/files/file/33270-kbos-boston-logan-international-airport/
https://forum.bvartcc.com/uploads/bva/LTA/KBOS_ADE_RS_FSX.zip


Screenshot: Corey F.

Other Airport Scenery Recommendations
For X-Plane, FSX, and P3D.

Code Airport Name Scenery Download(s)

KACK Nantucket Memorial Payware

KALB Albany Freeware

KBDL Bradley Freeware

KBGR Bangor Freeware

KBTV Patrick Leahy Burlington Freeware

KPVD Rhode Island TF Green Freeware | Payware

KPWM Portland Freeware | Payware

KSYR Syracuse Hancock Freeware | Payware

Code Airport Name Scenery Download(s)

6B6 Minute Man Air Field Payware

KBHB Hancock County / Bar Harbor Payware

2B2 Plum Island Payware

Looking for more X-Plane Scenery? Through the 
X-Plane Scenery Gateway, X-Plane pilots get user-
generated scenery incorporated into sim updates, 
alleviating the need for as many downloads. 

FSX and P3D pilots, search for freeware scenery options 
on !±{LaΩǎ ŦƛƭŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ.

X-Plane Towered Airports:

X-Plane Untowered Airports:

Broken link? Have your own 
recommendations to add?
Let us know!

https://orbxdirect.com/product/kack-xp11
https://forums.x-plane.org/index.php?/files/file/86737-kalb-albany-international-airport/
https://forums.x-plane.org/files/file/96989-kbdl-bradley-international-airport-xp12/
https://forums.x-plane.org/index.php?/files/file/86018-bangor-international-airport-kbgrbgr/
https://forums.x-plane.org/index.php?/files/file/77428-kbtv-burlington-international-v2/
https://forums.x-plane.org/index.php?/files/file/80922-rhode-island-tf-green-international-airport-kpvd/
https://store.x-plane.org/KPVD--Providence--T-F-Green-International-Airport-_p_822.html
https://forums.x-plane.org/index.php?/files/file/38839-kpwm-portland-international-jetport/
https://store.x-plane.org/KPWM--Portland-International-Jetport_p_1304.html
https://forums.x-plane.org/index.php?/files/file/61183-syracuse-hancock-international-airport-v2-with-orthophotos/
https://verticalsims.com/shop/xp/ksyrxp/
https://orbxdirect.com/product/2b2-6b6-xp11
https://orbxdirect.com/product/kbhb-xp11
https://orbxdirect.com/product/2b2-6b6-xp11
https://gateway.x-plane.com/
https://gateway.x-plane.com/
https://gateway.x-plane.com/
https://library.avsim.net/
mailto:cm@bvartcc.com


Screenshot: Brennan L.

Other Airport Scenery Recommendations
For Microsoft Flight Simulator. 

Code Airport Name Scenery Download(s)

KALB Albany Freeware

KBDL Bradley Freeware | Payware

KBGR Bangor Freeware

KBTV Patrick Leahy Burlington Freeware

KMHT Manchester Boston Regional Payware

KPVD Rhode Island TF Green Payware

KPWM Portland Freeware | Payware

KSYR Syracuse Hancock Payware

Code Airport Name Scenery Download(s)

KACK Nantucket Memorial Freeware

KASH Boire Field Freeware

KAUG Augusta State Airport Freeware

KBED Laurence G Hanscom Field Freeware

KEEN Dillant/Hopkins Freeware

KEWB New Beford Regional Freeware

KHFD Hartford-Brainard Freeware

KMVL Morrisville-Stowe State Freeware

MSFS pilots may wish to consider WǳǎǘCƭƛƎƘǘΩǎ Real Taxiways add-on, which corrects taxiway signage and placement for 
thousands of airports with a single purchase.

Broken link? Have your own 
recommendations to add?
Let us know!

Large Airports: Featured Wings Over New England Airports:

https://flightsim.to/file/53063/kalb-albany-international-airport-ver-1-2
https://flightsim.to/file/40698/bradley-international-airport-kbdl-september-2022-layout-update
https://latinvfr.com/products/latinvfr-bradley-kbdl-msfs
https://flightsim.to/file/34554/kbgr-bangor-international-airport
https://flightsim.to/file/53266/burlington-international-airport-vt-kbtv
https://www.viewpoint-tech.com/software/kmht
https://inibuilds.com/products/inibuilds-providence-kpvd-msfs-2024
https://flightsim.to/file/35161/kpwm-portland-international-jetport
https://orbxdirect.com/product/aerodesigns-kpwm-msfs
https://verticalsims.com/shop/mfs/ksyrmsfs/
https://flightsim.to/file/52364/nantucket-memorial-airport-kack
https://flightsim.to/file/778/boire-field-kash-nashua-nh-airport-update
https://flightsim.to/file/104782/kaug-augusta-state-airport-maine
https://flightsim.to/file/17585/kbed-laurence-g-hanscom-field-bedford-ma-usa
https://flightsim.to/file/50657/keen-dillant-hopkins-airport-keene-nh
https://flightsim.to/file/28215/new-bedford-kewb-and-cape-cod-bridges
https://flightsim.to/file/15578/hartford-brainard-regional-airport
https://flightsim.to/file/25401/kmvl-morrisville-stowe-state-airport-morrisville-vermont
https://www.justflight.com/category/real-taxiways
https://www.justflight.com/category/real-taxiways
https://www.justflight.com/category/real-taxiways
https://www.justflight.com/category/real-taxiways
mailto:cm@bvartcc.com


Screenshot: Brennan L.

Other Airport Scenery Recommendations
For Microsoft Flight Simulator. 

Code Airport Name Scenery Download(s)

1B5 Franconia Freeware

6B6 Minute Man Freeware

KBAF Westfield-Barnes Regional Freeware

KBDL Bradley Freeware | Payware

KCEF Westover ARB/Metropolitan Freeware

KCON Concord Municipal Freeware

KCQX Chatham Municipal Freeware

Airport Name Scenery Download(s)

KHYA Cape Cod Gateway Freeware

KIJD Windham Freeware

KMVY aŀǊǘƘŀΩǎ ±ƛƴŜȅŀǊŘFreeware | Payware

KORH Worcester Regional Payware

KOWD Norwood Memorial Freeware

KPVC Provincetown Municipal Freeware

ZBW Helipads Megapack Freeware

Broken link? Have your own 
recommendations to add?
Let us know!

Local Airports: Local Airports:

https://flightsim.to/file/25574/1b5-franconia-airport-franconia-new-hampshire
https://flightsim.to/file/58166/minute-man-air-field-stow-ma-usa-6b6
https://flightsim.to/file/34038/westfield-barnes-kbaf-ma-usa
https://flightsim.to/file/40698/bradley-international-airport-kbdl-september-2022-layout-update
https://latinvfr.com/products/latinvfr-bradley-kbdl-msfs
https://flightsim.to/file/28619/westover-arb-kcef-sp-ringfield-usa
https://flightsim.to/file/8072/concord-municipal-airport-kcon-concord-nh
https://flightsim.to/product/kcqx-chatham-municipal-airport
https://flightsim.to/file/31655/khya-barnstable-airport-hyannis-massachusetts
https://flightsim.to/file/17220/windham-airport-kijd
https://flightsim.to/file/15609/proflight-kmvy-martha-s-vineyard
https://burningbluedesign.com/product/marthas-vineyard-airport/
https://store.inibuilds.com/products/mxi-design-worcester-korh-msfs
https://flightsim.to/file/53086/norwood-memorial-airport-kowd
https://flightsim.to/product/kpvc-provincetown-municipal-airport
https://flightsim.to/file/29523/zbw-new-england-boston-area-helipads
mailto:cm@bvartcc.com


Boston Logan Airport (KBOS) Operations

KBOS is the centerpiece of our airspace, so this guide spends a little more time discussing 
ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ άŦƭȅ [ƻƎŀƴέΦ 
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Terminal E

All International Arrivals, and 

departures from:

¶ AeroMexico

¶ Air France

¶ Allegiant Air

¶ Austrian

¶ Avianca Airlines

¶ Azores Airlines

¶ Bermudair

¶ British Airways

¶ Cathay Pacific

¶ Condor

¶ Copa Airlines

¶ El Al

¶ Emirates

¶ Frontier

¶ Hainan Airlines

¶ Hawaiian Airlines

¶ Iberia

¶ Icelandair

Terminal C

¶Aer Lingus (C20)

¶Cape Air (C27)

¶Etihad (C17)

¶JetBlue (C6-C36)

¶TAP Air Portugal 
(C17-C20)

Terminal A

¶Delta (A1-A22)

Terminal B

¶Air Canada (B1-B3) 

¶Alaska (B35-B36) 

¶American (B4-B22) 

¶Boutique Air

¶Southwest (B31A-B34) 

¶Spirit (B37-B40)

¶United (B22-B31) 

¶ ITA

¶ Japan Airlines

¶ KLM

¶ Korean Air

¶ LATAM

¶ Level

¶ Lufthansa

¶ PLAY

¶ Porter

¶ Qatar Airways

¶ Scandinavian 

¶ Sun Country

¶ Swiss

¶ Turkish Airlines

¶ Virgin Atlantic

¶WestJet

Terminal Map & Gate Layout

Commonly used gates 
shown in parentheses
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Departing from KBOS

Departing KBOS


























